Guidelines for the Organization of the Student’s Self-Study Work (SSW)
Purpose of SSW
The Student’s Self-Study Work (SSW) aims to develop autonomy, responsibility, and creativity in mastering English for academic and professional communication. SSW tasks reinforce lecture and seminar material, expand vocabulary and grammar knowledge, and strengthen skills in reading, writing, and speaking within international and intercultural contexts.

Objectives of SSW
1. To consolidate theoretical knowledge gained in class through independent practice.
2. To develop reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills through authentic and academic materials.
3. To improve academic writing skills by producing structured texts and reflections.
4. To foster intercultural and professional awareness related to International Relations.
5. To prepare students for Midterm and Final assessments by practicing integrated language skills.

Forms and Types of SSW
· Reading practice: authentic or adapted texts on global and IR topics (news, short articles).
· Writing practice: essays, summaries, reports, reflections.
· Grammar and vocabulary exercises: online or textbook-based tasks (Headway, Grammar in Use).
· Listening and speaking: self-recorded tasks, oral reflections, or peer interviews.
· Portfolio preparation: collection of student’s work (essays, translations, presentations).

Assessment Principles
· SSW is an essential but formative component (evaluated qualitatively, not graded numerically each week).
· Feedback focuses on completion, effort, progress, and application of course grammar and vocabulary.
· Final SSW portfolio submission (Week 15) is reviewed for completeness and coherence.

Timetable and Tasks for SSW
	Week
	Task Description
	Purpose and Focus
	Expected Output / Format

	Week 2
	IWS 1: Create a glossary of 20 specialized terms in a chosen academic field (e.g., diplomacy, politics, translation).
	To expand professional vocabulary and develop dictionary skills.
	List of 20 terms + definitions (in English).

	Week 5
	IWS 2: Write an academic essay introduction on a translation or IR-related topic (80–100 words).
	To practice academic writing conventions and introduce topics logically.
	Typed short introduction paragraph.

	Week 9
	IWS 3: Write a reflection (100–120 words) on how cultural differences influence communication in international relations.
	To promote intercultural awareness and reflective writing.
	Written reflection (handwritten or typed).

	Week 15
	IWS 4: Submit the Final Portfolio containing all previous works (vocabulary list, essay introduction, reflection, presentation).
	To summarize learning outcomes and demonstrate language progress.
	Compiled portfolio in printed or electronic form.



Implementation Schedule (Recommended Deadlines)
	Week
	Type of Task
	Deadline / Submission Date
	Teacher Feedback Provided

	Week 2
	IWS 1
	During seminar (Week 3)
	Oral and written feedback (Week 4)

	Week 5
	IWS 2
	During seminar (Week 6)
	Teacher correction and model examples (Week 7)

	Week 9
	IWS 3
	During seminar (Week 10)
	Feedback discussion (Week 11)

	Week 15
	IWS 4 (Portfolio)
	By the end of Week 15
	General feedback before Final Exam



Teacher’s Role
· Provide clear instructions for each SSW task during seminars.
· Recommend online and textbook resources (BBC Learning English, Grammar in Use, Market Leader, Oxford Word Skills).
· Offer short consultations for students experiencing difficulties.
· Check and discuss selected works in class to ensure feedback-based improvement.

Student’s Role
· Complete SSW tasks independently and submit them on time.
· Record vocabulary in a personal glossary notebook.
· Use English actively in all written and spoken reflections.
· Maintain an organized portfolio of all completed assignments.
· Demonstrate continuous improvement through revisions and feedback integration.

Expected Outcomes of SSW
By the end of the semester, students will:
· Possess an active vocabulary of at least 300–400 academic and IR-related words.
· Write short, coherent academic texts (paragraphs, reflections, essays).
· Apply grammar structures (modals, passives, infinitives, complex sentences) accurately.
· Express and support opinions on social, cultural, and professional topics in English.
· Demonstrate readiness for independent learning and critical thinking.

